OLD  HUNDREDTH 


All  people  that  on  earth  do  dwell, 

Sing  to  the  Lord  with  cheerful  voice; 

Him  serve  with  mirth,  His  praise  forth  tell, 
Come  ye  before  Him  and  rejoice. 

Know  that  the  Lord  is  God  indeed; 

Without  our  aid  He  did  us  make; 

We  are  His  flock,  He  doth  us  feed, 

And  for  His  sheep  He  doth  us  take. 

O enter  then  His  gates  with  joy, 

Within  His  courts  His  praise  proclaim; 

Let  thankful  songs  your  tongues  employ, 

0 bless  and  magnify  His  name. 

Because  the  Lord  our  God  is  good, 

His  mercy  is  forever  sure; 

His  truth  at  all  times  firmly  stood, 

And  shall  from  age  to  age  endure. 


Amen. 
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The  Fairmont  Church 


The  Fairmont  Church,  first  called  “Donegal  Associate  Presbyterian  Church”, 
celebrated,  in  October,  1951,  the  one  hundred  fiftieth  anniversary  of  its 
organization  and  approximately  the  one  hundred  ninetieth  anniversary  of  its 
beginning.  The  following  account  was  written  by  Miss  Irene  Hoover  for  WHAT 
THE  RECORDS  TELL,  in  1927: 

HISTORY  OF  THE  FAIRMONT  CHURCH 

“Religion  has  been  defined  subjectively  as  man’s  attitude  toward  and  relation 
to  the  Divine  Being  — and,  objectively,  as  the  visible  methods  and  forms  employed 
to  express  that  attitude  and  relationship  of  men  to  the  Divine  Being.  Was  it  not  this 
primitive  instinct  that  led  the  Donegal  congregation  in  1762  to  send  their  first 
request  to  the  assembly  saying  that  they  craved  sermons?  This  request  was 
apparently  unheeded,  for  nothing  was  done  about  it. 

“A  few  years  later,  in  fact  1774  Rev.  Smith  was  chosen  first  minister.  He 
together  with  Rev.  Logan,  Rev.  Murray,  and  Rev.  Clarkson  were  circuit  riders. 
They  rode  from  town  to  town  preaching  as  they  went,  and  having  no  particular 
charge. 

“The  next  year,  1775,  a call  from  Donegal  requesting  that  Rev.  Logan  be 
pastor  was  sent  to  Pequa,  Lancaster  County,  but  it  was  rejected  because  there  were 
not  men  there  to  represent  it.  Although  these  faithful  Christians  had  again  been 
defeated  they  were  not  discouraged.  It  was  not  many  years,  however,  until  they 
were  rewarded  by  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Joseph  Scroggs. 

“The  years  that  elapsed  between  1775  and  1801  were  filled  with  ministers  who 
were  called  supplies. 

“In  the  year  1800  Mr.  Daniel  McLean,  a licentiate  of  the  Associate 
Presbyterian  Church  was  preaching.  He  was  recognized  as  a young  man  of 
considerable  talent.  As  the  question  of  changing  the  Scottish  version  of  the  Psalms 
for  ‘Watts  Psalms  and  Hymns’  was  agitating  the  community  very  deeply,  Mr. 
McLean  was  challenged  by  Rev.  Hill,  pastor  of  the  neighboring  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  discuss  the  psalmody  question  as  the  the  divine  warrant  for  using  only 
the  Scripture  Psalms.  Mr,  McLean  was  a man  of  winning  speech.  He  was  successful 
in  uniting  all  the  parties  attached  to  the  Scripture  psalms  into  one  congregation 
under  care  of  the  Associate  Church.  Within  the  next  year  a call  was  made  out  by  the 
Donegal  congregation  for  Mr.  McLean,  and  was  presented  to  the  Associate 
Presbytery  of  Chartiers,  which  met  at  Buffalo,  Pa.,  in  1801.  He  requested  that  he 
might  have  overnight  to  consider  it  and  pray  over  it.  The  matter  came  up  in  the 
morning  and  he  asked  for  three  months  to  consider  it,  but  at  the  end  of  this  time,  he 
declined  it. 

“At  a meeting  of  Chartiers  Presbytery  at  Chartiers  Church,  Nov.  2,  1803,  Rev. 
John  Cree  was  appointed  to  preach  to  the  congregation  in  Ligonier  Valley.  He  was  a 
native  of  Scotland,  where  he  was  educated  and  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel.  He 
accepted  the  call  from  Ligonier  Valley  and  his  time  was  divided  equally  between  the 
congregations  of  Fairfield  and  Donegal,  his  home  being  the  latter  congregation.  It 
is  thought  that  during  his  ministry  the  old  log  church  was  built.  But  as  all  the 
records  have  been  lost,  one  can  not  prove  the  authenticity  of  the  statement.  Rev. 
Cree  was  a worthy  man  and  an  acceptable  preacher,  but  was  not  suffered  to  live 
long.  He  was  in  the  midst  of  his  pastoral  labor  when  he  died  in  April,  1806. 

“The  little  band  without  wealth,  and  without  a teacher  or  leader  might  well 
have  been  discouraged;  but  God  was  their  hope,  and  they  went  forward  in  His 
strength.  They  presented  to  Presbytery  a petition  for  preaching  and  the 


dispensation  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  Preaching  was  regularly  supplied.  They  sent  a 
call  for  Mr.  Robert  Bruce,  but  as  other  calls  were  presented  at  the  same  time,  this 
one  was  not  accepted.  In  1814  a call  was  moderated  for  Mr.  Joseph  Scroggs,  a 
licenciate,  who  had  ministered  to  them  in  1813. 

“Rev.  Scroggs  was  pastor  from  1815  to  1872.  He  was  a man  of  thorough 
scholarship,  keen  intellect,  and  masterly  use  of  language.  His  high  moral  character 
placed  him  above  suspicion  and  his  earnest  piety  made  his  life  to  be  a power  for 
good  wherever  he  was  known.  In  his  memoir  of  Dr.  Scroggs,  Rev.  J.  P.  Lytle  says, 
‘Two  lessons  taught  by  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Scroggs  should  not  be  lost  by  the 
church.  1.  The  great  importance  of  permanancy  in  the  pastoral  relation.  2.  The 
advantage  in  the  long  run  of  steadfast  adherence  to  principle.’  His  last  sermon  was 
preached  at  Donegal,  two  weeks  and  one  day  before  his  death,  on  the  text,  ‘And 
this  is  the  will  of  him  that  sent  me,  that  every  one  which  seekest  the  Son,  and 
belie veth  on  him,  may  have  everlasting  life,  and  I will  raise  him  up  at  the  last 
day.’... 

“After  the  death  of  Dr.  Scroggs  the  congregation  received  supplies  by 
appointment  from  Presbytery.  Then  in  1886  Dr.  George  Vincent  became  pastor  at 
Donegal.  It  was  in  the  time  of  his  ministry  that  the  name  of  the  church  was  changed 
from  Donegal  to  Fairmont.  Dr.  Vincent  was  pastor  of  Fairmont  only.  He  is  the  only 
one  who  did  not  preach  at  Ligonier  and  Fairfield  . . . 

ERECTION  OFTHE  NEW  CHURCH 

“In  1867  during  Dr.  Joseph  Scroggs’  ministry  the  old  log  church  became  too 
worn  and  it  was  decided  to  build  a new  one.  This  new  building  was  erected  on  the 
same  site  as  the  old  church.  The  contractors  for  building  this  new  church  were 
William  Irwin  and  son. 

CHANGING  THE  NAME  OF  THE  OLD  CHURCH 

“Among  the  early  settlers  that  came  to  Donegal  were  many  of  Presbyterian 
faith  from  Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland.  It  was  because  of  their  knowledge  of 
Donegal  in  Ireland  that  they  were  influenced  to  call  their  church  by  the  same  name. 
This  name  remained  for  several  years,  in  fact,  until  1886  when  Dr.  George  Vincent 
was  pastor  of  the  church.  At  that  time  it  was  changed  because  Donegal  no  longer 
seemed  suitable.  The  word  Donegal  originally  meant  a level  piece  of  country  along 
the  river.  This  was  very  misleading  as  this  Donegal  was  high  and  rugged.  This  has 
been  given  by  one  authority  as  sufficient  reason  for  the  name  having  been  changed. 
Then  again  during  the  early  history  of  the  settlement  Donegal  embraced  a great 
portion  of  Ligonier  Valley,  the  part  which  lies  between  the  Loyalhanna  and 
Chestnut  Ridge.  But  several  years  later  it  was  divided  into  two  townships,  namely 
Donegal  Township  and  Cook  Township.  Because  of  this  division  it  became 
necessary  to  give  the  church  a new  name  to  avoid  any  misunderstanding  as  to  its 
location.  The  name  seeming  most  suitable  was  that  of  Fairmont. 

THE  OLD  LOG  CHURCH 

“Let  us  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  first  place  of  worship  where  the  people 
have  been  gathering  all  these  years.  As  we  have  already  seen,  the  building  was 
erected  about  the  time  of  Rev.  Cree’s  pastorate.  It  stood  almost  on  the  site  of  the 
present  church;  perhaps  a few  feet  farther  back.  It  was  approximately  60  feet  long 
and  47  feet  wide.  There  are  no  records  as  to  its  heating  system,  but  one  would 
suppose  that  it  had  a fireplace  similar  to  other  churches  of  that  time.  There  were 
several  windows,  but  we  do  not  know  how  the  light  was  transmitted,  whether 
through  greased  paper  or  window  panes.  The  floor  was  made  of  boards,  and  the 
roof  of  oak  lap  shingles.  There  was  an  aisle  six  feet  wide  running  through  the  center 
of  the  building.  The  doors  were  made  at  each  end  of  the  aisle.  This  aisle  divided  the 
church  into  four  blocks  25  feet  long  and  12  feet  wide.  In  these  blocks  there  were 
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high  backed  seats  running  crosswise  of  the  church.  Then  the  remaining  ten  feet  in 
the  center  on  each  side  of  the  aisle  was  used  for  other  purposes.  The  one  center 
block  had  an  extension  five  feet  wide  and  ten  feet  long.  The  pulpit  was  placed  in 
this  enclosure.  It  was  made  of  logs  and  was  very  high  in  order  that  the  minister 
could  see  everything  that  was  going  on.  It  was  reached  by  a long  tier  of  steps.  The 
other  center  block  had  an  extension  12  feet  wide  and  10  feet  long.  The  purpose  of 
this  enclosure  is  not  recorded. ’ ’ — Irene  Hoover 


The  Fairmont  congregation  celebrated  it’s  sesqui-centennial  October  14,  1951. 
The  congregation  was  dissolved  December  31,  1958.  The  building  still  stands 
though  it  is  no  longer  apart  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Denomination. 


Session  of  the  Fairmont  Church  (Since  Organization) 

First  Session:  William  E.  Campbell,  Robert  Crawford,  John  Larmier,  Walter 
McClean. 

Elected  in  1839:  John  McCown. 

Elected  in  1847:  Joseph  Elder,  Thomas  Johnson. 

Elected  in  1852:  Alexander  Hunter. 

Elected  in  1853:  James  Hunter,  Joseph  Scroggs  Hunter,  J.H.  McClean,  John  M. 
Ross. 

Elected  in  1867:  William  Crawford. 

Elected  in  1875:  Joseph  Ross. 

Elected  in  1878:  C.W.  Benford,  W.D.K.  Lloyd. 

Elected  in  1903:  Cyrus  Campbell,  Noah  Gettemy,  Simon  Larmier. 

(The  above  roll  is  reprinted  from  WHAT  THE  RECORD  TELL,  1927) 

Elected  in  1935:  Graham  Hunter. 
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THE  FAIRFIELD  CHURCH 

The  following  account  was  written  by  Miss  Isabella  W.  Johnston  for  WHAT 
THE  RECORDS  TELL,  in  1927: 

“ ‘Beautiful  for  situation!  ’ Thus  echo  the  words  of  the  Psalmist  when  we  think 
of  that  hallowed  place  where  stood  the  first  building  of  the  Fairfield  Associate 
Presbyterian  Church  and  where  now  stands  the  brick  building  that  became  the 
Fairfield  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  1858. 

“ ‘Beautiful  for  situation’,  with  the  blue  peaks  of  the  Laurel  Hills  on  the  one 
side  and  the  regal  Chestnut  Ridge  on  the  other,  by  a spring  of  crystal  water 
refreshing  alike  to  pastor  and  flock  during  the  long  Lord’s  Day!  There  was 
instituted  a glorious  beginning  of  what  was  to  live  and  be  perpetuated  far  beyond 
our  present  time.  So  may  we  say  not  only,  ‘Beautiful  for  situation’  but  also 
‘Beautiful  in  perpetuation,  Oh  place  of  sacred  memory!’  There  those  sturdy 
Calvinists,  hardy  ancestors  of  ours,  planting  themselves  and  their  religion  on  the 
virgin  soil  of  America  like  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  laid  the  foundation  for  what  we  most 
cherish. 

“Groups  of  these  pioneers,  who  had  entered  Westmoreland  County  with  the 
earliest  settlers,  came  to  Ligonier  Valley  and  built  their  homes  near  Fort  Palmer  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  Eighteenth  Century.  Pennsylvania  Presbytery  existed  as  an 
organization  from  1762-1800  when  Chartiers  Presbytery,  consisting  of  Western 
Pennsylvania,  was  organized. 

“On  November  14,  1775,  from  Fairfield,  a petition  was  sent  to  Pequa, 
Lancaster  County,  'Craving  supplies,  ordination  of  elders,  baptism,  and  the  Lord’s 
Supper’.  This  was  the  first  of  which  we  have  record.  As  a result  of  this  petition,  the 
congregation  was  ministered  unto  by  itinerant  preachers  or  circuit  riders;  but  there 
was  no  settled  pastor  until  1803.  The  Rev.  Logan  was  the  first  of  these  circuit  riders 
and  he  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  Murray,  the  Rev.  Clarkson  and  the  Rev.  Patton. 
Until  the  building  of  the  first  church,  begun  in  1807,  services  were  held  in  what  was 
called  a ‘tent’  or  a pulpit  made  of  logs  with  a canvas  or  clapboard  covering  over  the 
minister. 


“In  . . . 1803,  the  Rev.  John  Cree,  a native  of  Scotland,  who  had  been 
preaching  at  Rockbridge,  Virginia,  was  appointed  to  preach  at  Fairfield.  Although 
never  installed  here,  he  was  a settled  pastor  for  three  years.  He  preached  in  bams, 
private  homes  and  under  trees,  especially  near  the  site  where  the  churches  were  to 
be  built.  The  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Cree  was  a short  one,  for  on  April  1 , 1806  he  died 
of  apoplexy  at  the  age  of  fifty- two  years.  He  was  buried  in  Fairfield  cemetery  where 
a recumbent  monument  marks  his  grave. 

“From  1806  until  the  installation  of  Dr.  Joseph  Scroggs  in  August,  1815,  the 
congregation  had  no  settled  pastor,  but  itinerant  preachers,  among  whom  was  Dr. 
Scroggs,  acted  as  supplies. 


THE  FIFTY-SEVEN  YEARS 

“Many  residents  of  Ligonier  remember  Dr.  Joseph  Scroggs,  that  venerable 
and  highly  gifted  man  who  for  fifty-seven  years  ministered  to  the  Fairfield  and 
Donegal  congregations. 

“Dr.  Scroggs  was  bom  in  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  March  1,  1793. 
When  he  was  eight  years  old,  his  parents,  James  and  Margaret  Scroggs,  moved  to 
Washington  County,  Pennsylvania.  At  the  age  of  eleven,  he  entered  Jefferson 
College  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  with  honor  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 
He  began  to  study  theology  in  a log  seminary  on  Service  Creek.  In  1813  he  was 
licensed  to  preach  and  preached  first  in  a tent  on  the  west  branch  of  Beaver  Creek. 

“Dr.  Scroggs  was  a man  four  square  — great  in  body,  and  mind,  and  heart, 
and  soul.  Beginning  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  preached  regularly  in  the  morning,  in 
the  afternoon  and  often  in  the  evening  for  more  than  half  a century.  He  often 
traveled  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles  between  these  services  and  these  journeys  were 
made  on  foot  or  horseback  and  later  in  a buggy  or  carriage. 

“He  was  not  in  favor  of  the  union  of  the  Associate  and  the  Associate  Reformed 
Churches  but,  when  it  was  completed,  he  gave  it  his  loyal  support.  Thus  the 
Associate  Presbyterian  Church  of  Fairfield  became  the  Fairfield  United 
Presbyterian  Church. 

“Dr.  Scroggs  was  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the  first,  of  the  abolition  preachers  in 
Southwestern  Pennsylvania.  So  strong  was  his  feeling  against  slavery  and  so 
unfaltering  were  his  efforts  to  uproot  it  that  the  Fairfield  Church,  at  the  time  of  the 
Civil  War,  became  in  one  sense  a military  organization.  Fifty- six  of  her  members 
answered  the  call  to  the  colors.  Of  these  only  David  Graham  of  Denver,  Colorado, 
and  John  W.  Ramsey  survive. 

“On  the  twentieth  day  of  September,  1864  the  Westmoreland  Presbytery  met 
at  the  Fairfield  Church  to  celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Dr. 
Scroggs  . . . 

“On  September  2,  1872,  Dr.  Scroggs  tendered  his  resignation  but  continued  to 
preach  to  his  people  when  occasion  called.  He  died  April  21,  1873  in  the  81st  year  of 
his  age,  the  60th  of  his  ministry  and  the  58th  of  his  pastorate  in  the  Fairfield  and 
Donegal  congregations. 

“He  was  buried  in  the  Fairfield  cemetery  near  the  grave  of  the  Rev.  John  Cree. 
An  extract  from  the  inscription  on  the  monument  there  says  of  him,  ‘He  was  a 
faithful  watchman  upon  the  walls  of  Zion  for  sixty  years.  Enduring  hardness  as  a 
good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ.  He  proclaimed  the  good  news  and  glad  tidings  of 
salvation  for  more  than  fifty- seven  years  to  the  congregation  of  Fairfield  and 
Donegal’. 


CHURCH  BUILDINGS 

“The  first  church  building  was  begun  in  1807.  It  was  situated  in  the 
southeastern  corner  of  the  present  cemetery  where  one  of  the  foundation  stones 
may  still  be  seen.  Although  there  was  no  church  building  when  Dr.  Scroggs  began 
his  pastorate,  it  was  completed  soon  afterward. 

“The  eastern  and  western  walls  were  thirty  feet  in  length  and  the  northern  and 
southern  ends  were  twenty  feet  wide.  It  was  built  of  hewn  logs  and  plaster  with,  on 
one  side,  three  lengths  of  logs,  ‘the  middle  section  being  set  a few  feet  farther  out 
than  the  other  portions  of  the  wall  forming  a sort  of  recess  on  the  side  of  the 
building  in  which  the  pulpit  was  built/  The  roof  was  of  clapboards  with  no 
chimney.  As  it  was  almost  impossible  to  have  a fire  within,  one  was  often  built 
outside  the  church  where  the  people  warmed  themselves  during  the  intermission. 
As  soon  as  the  logs  were  hewn,  they  were  used  as  seats  during  the  services,  and  it 
was  not  until  long  after  the  building  was  built  that  a carpenter  named  Groovner 
added  the  floor,  seats  and  pulpit.  The  pews  had  high  backs  so  that  attention  of 
worshippers  was  not  unduly  distracted  from  the  gospel  message.  About  six  or 
seven  steps  led  up  to  the  pulpit  platform  of  which  the  Rev.  T.L.  Jamieson  speaks  in 
the  following  anecdote  of  the  old  time. 

“ ‘Long  ago  it  was  the  fashion  for  the  pastor  to  have  another  minister  assist 
him  at  the  communion  time.  On  one  occasion  Dr.  Scroggs  had  Dr.  David  Blair.  The 
Sabbath  service  was  long  in  the  forenoon  and  just  about  as  long  in  the  afternoon. 
The  visitor  preached  in  the  forenoon  and  the  pastor  in  the  afternoon.  Dr.  Blair  was  a 
big  fat  man  so  could  not  squeeze  through  the  narrow  door  on  to  the  pulpit  platform 
which  was  highly  elevated  then.  One  had  to  go  up  a stairway  and  through  a door, 
but  if  this  was  impossible  one  could  step  from  the  pulpit  stairway  over  the  railing 
and  onto  the  platform.  This  Dr.  Blair  had  to  do.  By  many  consultations  with  Mrs. 
Scroggs,  Dr.  Blair  had  found  out  Dr.  Scrogg’s  text  and  a full  outline  of  his  sermon 
for  the  afternoon.  Accordingly  in  the  morning  he  preached  Dr.  Scrogg’s  afternoon 
sermon  but  Dr.  Scroggs,  not  to  be  outdone,  arose  and  announced  his  new  text  John 
10:1,  ‘He  that  entereth  not  by  the  door  into  the  sheepfold,  but  climbeth  up  some 
other  way,  the  same  is  a thief  and  a robber.  ’ 

“The  second  church  building,  a brick  structure  46  x 50  feet,  was  begun  in  1849. 
The  members  of  the  building  committee  were:  Thomas  Smith,  David  Hutchison, 
Andrew  Graham,  John  Pollock  and  Colonel  John  McFarland.  Nathaniel  McKelvey, 
the  contractor,  agreed  to  build  the  church  for  $1,200.  The  bricks  were  burned  in  a 
kiln  on  the  Frank  Brown  farm  by  William  Robb  . . . 

“During  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Vincent,  certain  repairs  were  made  on  the  church 
building.  Two  windows  in  the  front  of  the  auditorium  at  the  back  of  the  church  were 
closed;  the  pulpit  was  lowered;  a partition  was  built  across  the  front  of  the  building 
making  a vestibule.  At  some  time  later,  stained  glass  windows  were  secured  and 
new  pews  replaced  the  old  ones.  While  the  Rev.  R.H.  Rockwell  was  a settled  pastor 
the  first  organ  was  installed. 

“On  January  3,  1892  in  the  time  of  Rev.  J.O.  McConnell,  table  service  at 
communion  time  was  discontinued.  It  was  at  the  close  of  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev. 
E.H.  Carson  that  the  congregation  was  disorganized  by  an  act  of  Presbytery. 


THE  LIGONIER  UNITED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


To  its  antecedents,  the  Ligonier  United  Presbyterian  Church  expresses 
gratitude:  to  the  Fairmont  Church  for  its  preserverance  from  times  of  early 
settlement  in  the  Ligonier  Valley  in  seeking  a ministry  which  would  proclaim  a pure 
Gospel;  and  to  the  old  Fairfield  Church  for  its  missionary  enterprise  as  it  helped  to 
sustain  the  Ligonier  congregation  receiving  the  “Ligonier  members”  into  its  fold 
for  a quarter  of  a century,  and  in  turn,  upon  its  being  disorganized,  commending 
many  of  its  members  to  the  care  of  the  Ligonier  Church.  Fairfield  itself  bore  the 
name  “Ligonier”  until  1828  on  Presbytery  records,  although  in  earliest  times  it  was 
known  locally  as  “The  Fairfield  Congregation”. 

In  appreciation  of  the  faithfulness  of  the  pioneer  settlers  to  their  testimony,  we 
reprint  here  an  excerpt  from  “Romantic  Beginnings”  by  Mrs.  James  C.  Stormont 
published  in  THE  WOMEN’S  MISSIONARY  MAGAZINE,  October,  1951: 

“.  . . Among  the  pioneers  were  two  groups  of  sturdy  Calvinists,  one  of  which 
formed  the  “Ligonier”  congregation  (after  1828  called  “Fairfield”)  at  the  present 
site  of  the  Fairfield  Camp.  The  other  group  assembled  as  the  “Donegal”  (now 
Fairmont)  congregation  where  the  Fairmont  Church  stands.  Some  of  the  history  of 
these  two  congregations  is  identical,  but  the  Fairmont  congregation,  although  its 
membership  was  never  large,  took  the  initiative  in  seeking  pastoral  ministration, 
has  existed  the  longer  of  the  two  churches,  and  because  of  its  nearness  to  the 
Forbes  Trail  provided  a shelter  for  the  early  itinerant  Associate  ministers  who, 
refreshed,  proceeded  to  the  Chartiers  and  Pittsburgh  areas,  there  exercising  their 
gifts  and  bestowing  the  labor  for  which  the  Donegal  people  longed. 

“These  early  settlers  were  mostly  “Scotch-Irish”  whose  blood  was  mixed  with 
English  from  soldiers  of  Cromwell,  who  after  the  overthrow  of  the  Commonwealth 


took  refuge  in  Coleraine.  Their  most  prominent  traits  of  character  were  their 
independence  and  their  practicality.  For  their  predominantly  Cromwellian  spirit 
they  were  ‘detested  by  the  Puritans  of  New  England,  by  the  Quakers,  and  by  the 
Virginians’.  Yet  these  people  cherished  the  teachings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty 
more  in  these  woods  than  did  their  brethren  in  Ireland,  Scotland,  or  England.  For 
such  freedom,  they  endured  the  privations  of  the  wilderness  and  the  constant  raids 
from  transient  tribes.  (See  George  Dallas  Albert:  HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF 
WESTMORELAND,  PENNSYLVANIA,  1882) 

“Respite  from  bloody  French  and  Indian  attacks  came  after  the  three-day 
battle  of  Fort  Ligonier  in  October,  1758,  which  decided  the  Anglo-Saxon  rather  than 
the  French  supremacy  in  the  Middle  West  and  consequently  in  the  whole  continent 
of  North  America  and  made  possible  the  easy  capture  of  Fort  Duquesne. 

“Let  it  be  said  here  that  through  such  hardships,  these  early  settlers,  with  no 
visible  church  connections  for  many  years,  continually  pursued  the  idea  of  getting  a 
Christian  teacher  among  them  and  labored  diligently  for  the  instruction  of  their 
children. 

“To  this  end,  in  1762,  the  Ligonier  Valley  group  at  Donegal  requested 
Associate  Presbyterian  preaching.  The  request  went  unanswered,  no  doubt, 
because  of  the  newness  of  the  Associate  Church  in  both  America  and  Scotland  and 
because  of  the  scarcity  of  preachers.  In  1761,  only  Matthew  Henderson,  James 
Proudfit,  and  John  Mason  consituted  the  Associate  Presbytery  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
only  court  of  the  Associate  Church  then  in  this  county.  (See  William  B.  Sprague, 
D.D.:  ANNALS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  ASSOCIATE,  ASSOCIATE  REFORMED, 
AND  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  PULPIT,  1869.) 

“The  tenacity  of  the  frontier  group  in  seeking  a ministry  of  their  own  might  be 
explained  in  a word  about  their  ecclesiastical  heritage.  ‘The  Associate  Church  was 
born  at  Gairney  Bridge,  December  6, 1733,’  when  four  brethren  were  thrown  out  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  (of  Scotland)  without  a trial  and  an  opportunity  for 
defense,  and  pursuing  the  only  course  that  was  left  for  them  organized  themselves 
into  what  was  known  as  the  Associate  Presbytery.  (See  Rev.  P.B.  Logan: 
INTERESTING  FACTS  CONCERNING  THE  ASSOCIATE,  ASSOCIATE  RE- 
FORMED, AND  UNITED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCHES  IN  AMERICA,  1904). 

“Following  the  union  of  North  and  South  Britain  into  the  kingdom,  1707, 
various  enactments  proved  hurtful  to  the  Church  of  Scotland.  The  taking  of 
Communion  according  to  the  superstitious  forms  prescribed  by  the  English  liturgy 
became  a qualification  for  civil  office.  Certain  oaths  were  introduced  into  Scotland 
which  more  or  less  acknowledged  the  supremacy  claimed  and  exercised  by  the 
Kings  of  Britain  over  the  Church  of  England.  In  1711 , the  government  took  from  the 
Church  of  Scotland  (Presbyterian)  the  liberty  of  choosing  their  own  pastors.  It  is  not 
likely  that  the  government  would  have  forced  its  way  upon  the  Church  of  Scotland 
had  her  judicatories  faithfully  and  resolutely  opposed  it.  But  a desire  to  please 
those  in  power  seems  to  have  drawn  them  into  a neglect  of  duty,  particularly  in  1720 
when  the  assembly  condemned  in  very  strong  terms  several  propositions  extracted 
from  a book  entitled  “The  Marrow  of  Modern  Divinity,”  a volume  which  openly 
called  for  the  separation  of  church  and  state,  condemned  modernist  teachings,  and 
sought  a return  to  the  Word  of  God  for  authority.  The  assembly  strictly  forbade  the 
people  to  read  the  book.  ‘This  was  the  first  evidence  of  general  apostacy  from  the 
gospel  of  Christ  among  the  ministers  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  as  commonly 
happens  in  such  cases,  it  was  only  the  beginning  of  evil.’  (See  A DISPLAY  OF  THE 
RELIGIOUS  PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  ASSOCIATE  PRESBYTERY  OF  PENN- 
SYLVANIA, THIRD  EDITION,  REVISED  BY  THE  ASSOCIATE  SYNOD,  1813.) 

“The  assembly  (in  one  presbytery)  forbade  the  sacraments  to  those  who  would 


not  submit  to  the  ministry  of  intruders.  This  represents  the  ecclesiastical  tyranny 
which  they  would  have  extended  over  the  whole  nation,  if  they  had  not  been 
restrained  by  a fear  of  driving  still  greater  numbers  into  the  Secession.  Presbyteries 
were  compelled  under  pain  of  highest  censure  of  the  Church,  to  enroll  as  members 
the  intruders  to  whom  they  could  not,  with  a good  conscience,  give  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship.  A great  number  of  ministers  and  Christians  were  too  deeply  concerned 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  Church  of  Christ  not  to  testify  against  the  assembly. 
Hence,  the  growth  of  the  Seder  or  Associate  Church. 

“The  Associates  in  America  were  constrained  by  similar  views  of  truth  and 
duty  in  proclaiming  a pure  Gospel  to  seek  missionary  arrangements  within  their 
own  number.  . . 

“Supplies  filled  the  pulpits  of  both  the  ‘Donegal’  and  ‘Ligonier’  churches 
between  1775  and  1801.  Services  then  were  conducted  in  ‘tent’  churches  which 
consisted  of  a platform  of  logs  for  a pulpit,  and  logs  laid  in  some  convenient  plan  for 
seating  the  people,  and  the  shade  of  the  forest  was  their  protection  from  sun  and 
storm.  . . 

“About  1800  the  Associate  Presbyterian  and  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian 
and  a number  of  families  which  came  out  from  the  Presbyterian  Church  banded 
together,  both  at  Donegal  and  at  Fairfield,  as  Associate  Presbyterian 
congregations.  The  Associate  Presbyterian  people  were  the  most  numerous  and 
had  been  the  first  to  occupy  the  field;  their  principles  also  contained  all  that  the 
others  contended  for  and  their  own  special  testimony  besides.  All  this  gave  them 
preference  in  the  organization.  (See  Albert:  HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF 
WESTMORELAND,  PENNSYLVANIA,  1882).’’ 

By  1817,  the  town  of  Ligonier  was  laid  out.  It  subsequently  grew  into  a thriving 
village,  so  that  the  moving  into  town  of  Associate  Church  members  was  inevitable. 
The  Reverend  W.H.  Vincent,  D.D.,  in  Albert’s  History  of  Westmoreland  County 
says  of  the  work  in  Ligonier: 

“When  the  present  pastor  (Rev.  Vincent)  accepted  the  call  (to  Fairfield)  it  was 
with  the  understanding  that  a preaching  station  should  be  established  at  Ligonier. 
Services  were  for  a time  held  every  third  Sabbath  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
afterwards  at  times  in  the  Lutheran  and  Methodist  Churches,  and  finally  in  the 
upper  room  of  the  school  building.  In  1876  the  erection  of  a church  building  was 
begun.  The  funds,  amounting  to  $4,200,  were  raised  in  all  parts  of  the 
congregation,  and  many  liberal  gifts  were  bestowed  by  persons  of  other 
denominations.  The  church  was  built  under  the  superintendence  of  a building 
committee  consisting  of  Thomas  C.  Pollock,  Myers  C.  Clifford,  Hugh  H.  Lytle, 
James  McElroy,  Thomas  J.  Smith,  and  Frank  L.  Brown.  Samuel  Murdock,  of 
Ligonier,  was  the  contractor.  The  building  was  completed  and  formally  opened  for 
divine  worship  in  August,  1877.  Rev.  Dr.  R.B.  Ewing,  of  East  Liberty  (now  Sixth 
United  Presbyterian  Church)  preached  in  the  morning  and  Rev.  Dr.  D.W.  Collins, 
of  Blairsville,  in  the  evening.  During  about  eight  months  in  the  year,  service  is  held 
every  Sabbath  afternoon  at  three  o’clock.  A prosperous  Sabbath  School  of  ten 
officers  and  teachers  and  sixty  scholars  meets  every  Sabbath  afternoon  at  two, 
services  in  the  old  Fairfield  Church  being  held  every  Sabbath  morning.  In  the 
winter  season  two-thirds  of  the  time  is  given  to  Fairfield  Church,  and  one-third  to 
Ligonier  Church.’’ 

The  following  paragraphs  are  reprinted  from  WHAT  THE  RECORDS  TELL, 
1927: 

“Fifty  years  ago,  on  August  8,  1877,  a definite  beginning  of  a United 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Ligonier  was  made.  Mr.  Vincent’s  residence  was  in 
Ligonier  and  thus  he  had  a particular  interest  in  seeing  a branch  of  the  mother 


church  established  here.  He  maintained  a service  in  this  Ligonier  branch  until  the 
close  of  his  pastorate  in  June,  1887.  There  was  also  a Sabbath  School  in  these  ten 
years. 

“These  services  were  continued  under  the  succeeding  pastorate  of  J.O. 
McConnell,  1888-1893.  During  this  pastorate  the  communion  table  was  done  away 
with  and  the  communion  was  passed  to  the  participants  seated  in  the  pews. 

“Rev.  T.L.  Jamieson  succeeded  Rev.  McConnell,  1894-1898.  During  these 
years  the  Y.P.C.U.  was  organized. 

“Then  followed  Rev.  Rockwell,  1899-1903.  During  his  pastorate  this  branch 
church  was  promoted  to  a full-fledged  congregation  by  its  formal  organization  on 
February  9, 1901,  when  sixty  numbers  were  united  to  the  church  by  certificate.  The 
Y.P.C.U.  had  grown  quite  a bit  and  at  this  time  Dr.  E.E.  McAdoo  was  president  of 
the  society.  At  a reception  held  in  the  church  just  after  the  marriage  of  Rev. 
Rockwell  to  Miss  Hawthorne  a representation  of  a well  built  of  rocks  with  a 
hawthorne  beside  it  was  an  interesting  feature  of  the  merry  making. 

“Rev.  W.T.  Brownlee  held  a short  pastorate  from  1904-1907.  Next  came  the 
ministry  of  Rev.  E.H.  Carson,  1909-1913.  During  this  time  repairs  were  made  on 
the  church.  A new  front  was  built,  and  the  auditorium  was  remodeled  to  its  present 
form. 

“Next  came  the  longer  ministry  of  Rev.  A.L.  Kenyon,  1915-1926.  During  his 
ministry  the  Sabbath  School  rooms  were  added  and  the  pipe  organ  was  installed. 

“In  these  fifty  years  these  pastors  have  been  well  seconded  by  their  wives  and 
families  in  the  work  done  for  the  Kingdom. 

“The  leadership  of  our  pastors  and  of  their  home  folks  with  them  has  had  a 
large  part  in  the  progress  of  our  church  during  the  last  half  century.  But  we  have 
had  excellent  leadership  among  the  laity  of  the  church.” 

— Mrs.  Mynor  Ewing,  nee  Nancy  Ramsey 

During  the  pastorate  of  the  Reverend  J.E.  McCall,  the  Semi-Centennial 
produced  the  publication  WHAT  THE  RECORDS  TELL,  in  1927.  A memorial  tablet 
placed  at  that  time  in  the  Ligonier  church  is  the  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Charles 
Hamill  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Hamill;  it  bears  the  names  of  the  ministers  of  the 
Fairmont-Fairfield-Ligonier  Congregations. 

The  Seventy-fifth  Anniversary  Committee  plans  the  placing  of  a similar  tablet 
to  bring  the  roll  of  ministers  up  to  date,  as  soon  as  bronze  is  available  for  the 
making  of  the  tablets. 

A Christian  flag  and  an  American  flag,  the  gifts  of  Mrs.  Robert  Beacom,  were 
presented  at  the  Semi-Centennial  celebration.  A new  American  flag  was  given  in 
1951  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Shoup  in  memory  of  their  son,  Hugh,  Jr. , who  gave  his 
life  in  World  War  II. 

The  ranks  of  membership  of  all  three  congregations  — Fairmont,  Fairfield, 
and  Ligonier  — have  furnished  a full  share  of  soldiers  in  every  war  from  the  earliest 
history  of  the  Valley.  The  plate  in  the  front  wall  of  the  church  building  bears  the 
inscription  “Our  Centennial  Offering,  1876”,  a monument  to  the  congregation’s 
regard  for  the  freedom  obtained  on  Independence  Day,  1776. 

The  Ligonier  Congregation  happily  lists  in  its  former  membership  three 
ministers’  sons  whose  lives  are  dedicated  to  full-time  Christian  service:  Rev. 
George  Vincent,  Rev.  Walter  Kenyon,  and  Rev.  Harry  Rankin.  Ministers  listed  in 
WHAT  THE  RECORDS  TELL,  from  the  Fairfield  Congregation  are:  The  Reverends 
Andrew  Graham,  William  Graham,  Allen  A.  Graham,  Matthew  Hamill,  Thomas 
Huston,  J.D.  Lytle,  A.W.  Lytle,  J.P.  Lytle,  Joseph  McKelvey,  Thomas  C.  Pollock, 


R.H.  Pollock,  D.P.  Smith,  J.C.  Smith,  Joseph  Scroggs  Jr.,  James  Wilson,  Alvin  S. 
Work.  Miss  Jane  Smith,  R.N.,  was  a member  of  the  Fairfield  congregation  and  is 
now  a member  of  the  Ligonier  congregation. 

Session  of  the  Ligonier  Church  (Since  organization) 

Elected  before  1927:  W.D.K.  Lloyd,  Joseph  Moore,  Charles  Fry,  James  Reed,  W. 
Porter,  E.E.  McAdoo,  J.  Calvin  Smith,  John  P.  Johnston,  Henry  H.  Smith,  E.C. 
Ramsey,  W.H.  Matthews,  Burgess  Ross,  Robert  S.  Martin.  Elected  since  1927: 
John  L.  Smith,  S.H.  Sweeney,  H.C.  Hamill,  Robert  Gettemy,  Edward  Martin, 
Robert  Graham,  Ralph  Giesey,  Dr.  Roland  Deevers,  James  Hamill,  Wilbur  Perry, 
G.R.  Lynn.  Elected  since  1952:  Harold  Farneth,  John  Martin,  Dean  Nicely,  Harold 
St.  Clair,  James  Hunter,  Richard  St.  Clair,  Charles  Brown,  John  Ross,  Neal 
McAleese,  William  A.  Bradley,  Robert  Shaffer,  Lester  Sanner,  James  Smiley, 
George  Stuebgen,  Elroy  Byers,  William  Ament,  Joe  Vargo,  Merle  Giesey,  Tim 
Jones,  L.  Paul  Semach,  William  White,  Dennis  Sweeney,  Samuel  Andrews,  Robert 
Appleby. 

THE  MARKER  AT  THE  OLD  FAIRFIELD  CHURCH  SITE 

Soon  after  the  1927  celebration  of  the  Ligonier  Church  the  historic  Fairfield 
Church  was  dismantled,  and  the  building  materials  disposed  of.  Through  the  years, 
many  interested  persons  have  wished  that  some  part  of  the  old  building  could  be 
recovered  and  a marker  set  up  at  the  site  of  the  last  church  building.  As  this 
publication  goes  to  press,  we  are  happy  to  report  that  the  corner  stone  of  the  last 
building  has  been  recovered  and  presented  by  Mr.  W.W.  Blair  Jr.,  whose  father, 
Dr.  W.W.  Blair,  owned  the  house  in  which  the  old  cornerstone  had  been  placed.  It 
will  be  attached  to  a monument  erected  on  the  foundation  of  the  old  church  at 
approximately  the  place  where  the  pulpit  stood.  A marble  top  on  the  marker  bears 
the  inscription  “FAIRFIELD”  (called  “Ligonier,”  1775-1828),  Associate  Presby- 
terian 1801-1858,  United  Presbyterian  1858-1913.  Monument  Dedicated  June  22, 
1952,  in  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Charles  Hamill.”  The  marker  is  the  gift  of 
the  HamilTs  son-in-law  and  daughter  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Ambrose. 

The  Fairfield  Church  cemetery  below  the  site  of  the  last  church  building  is  the 
last  resting  place  of  many  pioneers  in  this  community. 

“THE  FIRST  SCHOOLHOUSE” 

A description  of  the  building  used  for  the  first  schoolhouse  in  Fairfield 
Township,  if  not  the  first  in  Ligonier  Valley,  is  given  in  Albert’s  Westmoreland 
County  History.  It  stood  below  the  cemetery,  and  served  many  purposes: 

“The  first  building  was  erected  in  1807.  It  stood  below  the  burying  ground;  the 
place  can  easily  be  pointed  out  even  now  (1882).  Before  the  erection  of  the  church  a 
small  log  house,  about  20  feet  square,  was  constructed  near  by,  which  sometimes 
was  called  the  ‘study-house’,  the  ‘session-house’,  or  ‘school-house’,  according  to 
the  several  purposes  for  which  it  was  used.  Its  principal  use  was  for  school 
purposes.  The  fireplace  was  built  in  on  one  side,  with  logs  for  jambs,  lined  with 
stone,  built  up  in  form  of  masonwork.  It  took  a back-log  ten  feet  long.  The  window 
was  made  by  cutting  out  a section  of  a log,  and  sticks  reaching  from  the  log  above  to 
the  one  below  formed  the  sash.  The  stained  glass  used  in  the  window  was  made  by 
saturating  paper  in  grease  and  fastening  it  over  the  opening.  This  preparation  fitted 
it  both  for  transmitting  light  and  standing  moisture.  The  seats  were  of  log  hewed  on 
one  side  and  supported  by  logs.  The  desks  were  built  against  the  wall,  and  benches 
when  drawn  up  to  them  turned  the  faces  of  all  the  pupils  to  the  wall.  The  master, 
standing  in  the  midst  of  the  room,  had  easy  access  to  unruly  scholars  when  the  rod 
was  to  be  used.  Among  the  books  in  use  there  was,  first  of  all,  the  Bible  (this  was 
the  reading-book  for  young  and  old),  the  United  States  Spelling-Book,  Goff’s 


Arithmetic,  and  the  Shorter  Catechism.  The  first  teacher  was  William  Luther;  after 
him  were  William  and  Joseph  Elder,  father  and  son.” 

from  ‘‘Fairfield  United  Presbyterian  Church”  (page  575)  in  Albert: 
History  of  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania. 

THE  FAIRFIELD  CAMP 

Last  of  all,  to  crown  the  efforts  of  those  who  through  the  years  have  cherished 
dreams  of  the  perpetuation  of  the  witness  to  Jesus  Christ,  at  the  site  of  old 
Fairfield,  has  been  built  the  Fairfield  Camp  of  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  of  North  America.  The  land  adjoining  the  church  site  was 
surveyed  and  purchased  from  Samuel  and  Martha  Robb  Duncan  in  1947.  The 
building  was  begun  in  1948,  the  camp  was  dedicated  on  Saturday,  June  25,  1949.  It 
is  now  valued  at  $250,000,  including  the  $40,000  swimming  pool,  the  modem 
all-electric  kitchen,  the  fine  dining  hall,  and  a complete  pure  water  and  sewage 
system  over  the  entire  grounds. 

The  pastor  of  the  Ligonier  Congregation,  Reverend  James  C.  Stormont,  has 
enjoyed  giving  his  talents  and  education  in  the  planning  and  building  of  Fairfield 
Camp.  The  Ligonier  congregation  has  happily  seconded  and  supported  the  pastor 
through  this  activity.  Officers  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Fairfield  Camp  are: 
Mr.  Clarence  B.  Watkins,  President;  Reverend  James  C.  Stormont,  Vice-President; 
Mr.  W.H.  McCrea,  Jr.,  Secretary;  and  Mr.  A.H.  Copeland,  Treasurer.  Mr.  Robert 
B.  Watkins  has  been  the  consulting  engineer  since  the  beginning  of  the  camp;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Joseph  Shane  managed  the  camp  in  1949  and  Reverend  and  Mrs.  William 
Hadden,  in  1950,  1951,  1952. 


JOHN  CREE  (1754-1806) 

Pastor:  Fairfield  and  Donegal  Associate  Presbyterian  Churches,  1803-1806. 

John  Cree  was  born  in  Perth,  Scotland  (1754).  He  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Glasgow  (1778)  and  the  Theological  Hall  of  the  General  Associate 
Synod.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  by  Glasgow  Presbytery  in  1786.  In 
1790,  he  sailed  to  America  and  supplied  the  Associate  Church  of  New  York  City. 
New  York  Presbytery  ordained  him  pastor  of  this  congregation  October  12,  1792. 
After  three  years,  lie  was  forced  to  resign  (October  10,  1795)  because  of  inadequate 
support.  He  was  called  to  the  Associate  Churches  of  Rockbridge  County,  Virginia  in 
1796.  Here  he  served  the  Timber  Ridge,  Ebenezer  and  James  River  congregations 
near  Lexington  until  1803.  On  December  14  of  that  year,  he  accepted  a call  to 
Ligonier.  Cree  was  never  more  than  a stated  supply  of  our  ancestor  congregations; 
due  to  some  difficulty  in  the  Presbytery  of  Chartiers,  he  was  never  formally 
installed  as  pastor  of  Donegal  and  Fairfield.  He  died  of  a stroke  April  1,  1806  in  the 
home  of  Hugh  Hamill  while  examining  elder  candidates.  He  is  buried  in  Fairfield 
Cemetery  a short  distance  from  his  successor,  Joseph  Scroggs. 


JOSEPH  SCROGGS,  D.D.  (1793-1872) 

Pastor:  Fairfield  and  Donegal  Associate  Presbyterian  Churches  1815-1858. 

Fairfield  and  Donegal  United  Presbyterian  Churches  1858-1872. 

Joseph  Scroggs  has  the  distinction  of  serving  the  longest  known  pastorate  in 
the  history  of  Ligonier  Valley;  also  the  longest  pastorate  in  the  life  of  Westmoreland 
Presbytery  (United  Presbyterian  Church  of  North  America). 

He  was  bom  March  1,  1793  at  Newville,  Pa.  (Cumberland  Co.).  His  family 
moved  to  Washington  County,  Pa.  in  1801.  Joseph  graduated  from  Jefferson 
College  with  honors  (1809);  and  the  log  seminary  on  Service  Creek  (Beaver  Co., 
Pa.)  where  he  studied  with  Dr.  John  Anderson.  In  October  1813,  he  was  licensed  by 
the  Presbytery  of  Ohio  meeting  at  Poland.  His  first  sermon  was  preached,  however 
reluctantly,  on  the  west  branch  of  Beaver  Creek.  He  journeyed  to  Ligonier  Valley  in 
December,  1813  and  preached  at  Donegal  and  Fairfield.  On  October  18,  1815,  he 
was  ordained  pastor  of  these  churches  by  Chartiers  Presbytery.  He  was  granted  the 
D.D.  degree  by  his  alma  mater,  Jefferson  College,  in  1857.  On  September  20,  1864, 
the  Presbytery  of  Westmoreland  gathered  at  the  Fairfield  Church  to  celebrate  the 
Jubilee  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Dr.  Scroggs  (a  full  account  will  be  found  in 
the  Evangelical  Repository,  N.S.,  Vol.  Ill  (1864),  401-433).  He  resigned  as  pastor 
September  3,  1872,  but  continued  as  stated  supply  until  his  death  April  21,  1873. 
On  Thanksgiving  Day  1874,  the  members  of  Fairfield  Church  dedicated  a 
monument  to  their  beloved  pastor.  This  monument  still  stands  in  the  Fairfield 
Cemetery. 


WILLIAM  HANNA  VINCENT,  D.D.  (1848-1917) 


Pastor:  Fairfield  and  Ligonier  United  Presbyterian  Churches  1874-1887. 


The  son  of  G.C.  Vincent  was  born  October  24,  1848  in  Mercer,  Pa.  He 
graduated  from  Westminster  College  (1869)  and  studied  theology  at  Newburgh 
(N.Y.)  and  Allegheny  Seminaries.  After  being  licensed  by  the  First  Presbytery  of 
New  York  (April  17,  1872),  he  was  ordained  pastor  of  Fairfield  June  16,  1874.  His 
residence  was  in  Ligonier  (now  the  Hamill  House)  at  the  corner  of  North  Market 
and  West  Vincent  (which  was  named  for  him).  The  Ligonier  U.P.  Church  was  built 
at  his  instigation  (as  the  Centennial  Offering  to  the  Borough)  and  was  formally 
opened  for  worship  August  8,  1877.  On  August  9,  1887,  Vincent  accepted  a call  to 
the  church  at  Mansfield,  Ohio.  He  was  here  only  three  years  when  the  Board  of 
Missions  asked  him  to  go  to  Detroit  in  order  to  rescue  the  work  of  the  denomination 
there.  So  massive  were  the  transfers  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  that  Vincent 
preached  to  only  13  people  on  his  first  Sabbath  in  that  city.  When  he  resigned 
(January  8,  1903),  the  First  U.P.  Church  of  Detroit  numbered  170.  He  was  installed 
pastor  of  Third  Church,  Youngstown,  Ohio,  March  18,  1903.  In  April,  1906,  he  was 
called  to  the  North  End  Church,  Allegheny,  Pa.  He  served  here  until  January,  1917 
when  he  accepted  a call  to  the  Rocky  Spring  (New  Galilee)  Church.  He  died  October 
22,  1917.  Westminster  College  awarded  him  the  D.D.  degree  in  1894. 


M 


GEORGE  CAROTHERS  VINCENT,  D.D.  (1813-1889) 

Pastor:  Donegal-Fairmont  United  Presbyterian  Church  1885-1888. 

The  father  of  W.H.  Vincent  was  born  April  4,  1813,  at  Harrisville,  Pa.  He 
attended  Franklin  College  (1836)  and  Canonsburg  Seminary  (1840).  Muskingum 
Presbytery  licensed  him  (June  30, 1840)  and  Illinois  Presbytery  ordained  him  pastor 
of  Washington  and  Grandview,  Iowa  Churches  November  23,  1841.  He  resigned 
September  8, 1847  to  accept  a call  to  the  united  charge  of  Mercer,  Cross  Roads  and 
Lebanon.  He  resigned  Mercer  and  Cross  Roads  (December  28,  1852)  in  order  to 
devote  himself  to  the  Greenville  Academy  which  he  had  recently  organized.  This 
Academy  became  the  nucleus  of  Westminster  College  and  Vincent  served  as 
Professor  of  Greek.  In  1869,  he  resigned  the  Lebanon  pastorate.  From  1872-1877, 
he  was  pastor  of  the  Brookville  and  Jefferson  congregations.  In  1877,  his  alma 
mater  in  New  Athens,  Ohio  called  him  to  be  her  president.  He  resigned  in  1884.  On 
April  14,  1884,  he  became  pastor  of  the  Latrobe  and  Donegal  U.P.  Churches.  By  the 
terms  of  this  arrangement,  one-half  time  was  given  to  Latrobe  and  one-half  time  to 
Donegal.  During  Vincent’s  term  at  Donegal,  the  name  was  changed  to  Fairmont 
(1886).  He  resigned  from  Fairmont  (September  4,  1888)  and  Latrobe  (September  3, 
1889).  He  retired  to  his  home  in  Allegheny  City,  Pa.  where  he  died  October  16, 
1889.  Vincent  received  the  D.D.  from  Westminster  College  in  1864  and  the  LL.D. 
from  Franklin  College  in  1886.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  Westminster  Herald 
(1855)  which  was  later  incorporated  with  other  magazines  into  The  United 
Presbyterian. 


JOHN  OWEN  McCONNELL  (1860-1948) 


Pastor:  Fairfield  and  Ligonier  United  Presbyterian  Churches  1888-1893. 

J.O.  McConnell  was  born  August  24,  1860  at  McConnell’s  Mills,  Pa.  He 
graduated  from  Westminster  College  (1883)  and  Allegheny  and  Xenia  Seminary 
(1887).  Chartiers  Presbytery  licensed  him  (April  5,  1887)  and  Westmoreland 
Presbytery  ordained  him  pastor  of  Fairfield  (October  9,  1888).  On  resigning 
(January  1, 1893),  he  was  without  charge  for  about  a year.  On  January  22,  1894,  he 
was  installed  pastor  of  the  Centreville- Slippery  Rock  charge.  He  resigned 
September  24, 1907.  From  1908-1912,  he  was  pastor  in  Chester,  W.  Va.  He  went  to 
the  west  coast  as  stated  supply  in  Spreckels,  Calif.  (1913-1915).  He  returned  to 
Zanesville,  Ohio  (1915-1917).  In  1918,  he  located  permanently  on  the  west  coast  as 
stated  supply  of  the  newly  formed  Culver  City  Church,  Culver  City,  Calif.  Here  he 
served  until  his  retirement  in  1930.  He  died  in  Culver  City  November  17,  1948. 


THOMAS  LOWRY  JAMIESON  (1871-1935) 

Pastor:  Fairfield  and  Ligonier  United  Presbyterian  Churches  1894-1897. 

T.L.  Jamieson  was  born  November  29,  1871  at  Hopedale,  Ohio.  He  graduated 
from  Hopedale  College  (1891)  and  Allegheny  Seminary  (1893).  Steubenville 
Presbytery  licensed  him  (April  10,  1893)  and  Westmoreland  Presbytery  ordained 
him  pastor  of  Fairfield  (September  27,  1894).  He  resigned  April  6,  1897  and  served 
as  stated  supply  of  the  Jeannette  Church  (1897-1898).  On  December  20,  1898,  he 
was  installed  pastor  of  the  Pitcairn  Church  where  he  served  until  1909.  From 
1909-1920,  he  was  pastor  of  8th  Church,  Philadelphia.  He  retired  in  1921  and  died 
in  Philadelphia  February  7,  1935. 


JAMES  SAURIN  TURRETINE  MILLIGAN  (1826-1912) 

Stated  Supply:  Fairmont  United  Presbyterian  Church  1898-1901. 

J.S.T.  Milligan  was  bom  August  26,  1826  at  Ryegate,  Vermont.  He  was  raised 
in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  (Covenanter)  Church,  graduated  from  Geneva 
College  (1852)  and  Cincinatti  and  Northwood  Seminaries  (R.P.C.).  He  was  licensed 
by  the  Lakes  Presbytery  of  the  R.P.C.  on  April  16,  1852;  ordained  by  the  same 
November  11,  1853  as  pastor  of  Southfield,  Michigan.  He  resigned  April  11,  1871  to 
accept  a call  to  the  North  Cedar  R.P.  Church,  Kansas  (October  8,  1871  - June  30, 
1891).  In  1891,  he  was  received  into  the  U.P.  Church  and  accepted  a call  to  the  Four 
Mile  U.P.  Church  near  Beaver,  Pa.  (May  11,  1832  - April  13,  1897).  Milligan  ended 
his  ministry  as  stated  supply  of  Fairmont.  He  received  the  D.D.  from  Geneva 
College  in  1899.  On  August  12,  1912,  he  died. 


ROBERT  HENRY  ROCKWELL  (1868-1926) 

Pastor:  Fairfield  and  Ligonier  United  Presbyterian  Churches  1899-1903. 

R.H.  Rockwell  was  bom  August  30,  1868  at  Hartwick,  N.Y.  He  graduated  from 
Westminster  College  (1895)  and  Allegheny  Seminary  (1898).  Delaware  Presbytery 
licensed  him  (April  5,  1898)  and  Westmoreland  Presbytery  ordained  him  pastor  of 
Fairfield  (June  13,  1899).  On  February  9,  1901,  the  Ligonier  U.P.  Church  was 
formally  organized  with  a membership  of  64,  60  of  whom  were  received  by  letter 
from  Fairfield.  Rockwell  resigned  July  5,  1903  in  order  to  accept  a call  to  the  Mars 
U.P.  Church,  Mars,  Pa.  In  1910,  Rockwell  was  called  to  E.  Palestine,  Ohio  where  he 
served  until  1913.  His  last  charge  was  stated  supply  of  the  North  Hill  Church, 
Akron,  Ohio  (1914-1926).  He  died  at  Akron  March  10,  1926. 


WILLIAM  TEMPLETON  BROWNLEE  (1869-1922) 

Pastor:  Fairfield  and  Ligonier  United  Presbyterian  Churches,  1904-1907. 

W.T.  Brownlee  was  bom  in  West  Middletown,  Pa.  on  July  3,  1869.  He 
graduated  from  Muskingum  College  (1894)  and  Allegheny  Seminary  (1896).  He  was 
licensed  by  Chartiers  Presbytery  April  14,  1896  and  the  same  Presbytery  ordained 
him  February  15,  1898.  He  served  as  pastor  of  the  Richmond,  Ohio  Church 
1898-1902.  From  1902-1904,  he  was  stated  supply  of  Sebring,  Ohio.  Westmoreland 
Presbytery  installed  him  pastor  of  Fairfield  September  30,  1904.  He  resigned  April 
2,  1907.  From  1908-1910,  Brownlee  was  without  charge  living  in  Los  Angeles, 
California.  He  returned  to  the  east  in  1910  to  accept  a call  to  the  Deer  Creek  Church 
where  he  served  until  1919.  He  ended  his  ministry  as  stated  supply  of  the 
Leetsdale,  Pa.  Church  from  1920-1922.  He  died  August  18,  1922  in  Steubenville 
Hospital. 


[copied  by 
Tom  Redwine] 

ERNEST  HOUSTON  CARSON  (1871-1963) 

Pastor:  Fairfield,  Ligonier  and  Fairmont  United  Presbyterian  Churches  1909-1913. 

E.H.  Carson  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Maryland  on  April  14,  1871.  He  graduated 
from  Washington  and  Jefferson  College  (1895)  and  Allegheny  Seminary  (1897).  He 
was  licensed  by  Allegheny  Presbytery  January  10,  1899.  He  was  involved  in  home 
mission  work  and  served  as  stated  supply  in:  Fowler,  California  (1898-1899); 
Newton,  Iowa  (1900-1901);  Sugar  Grove  and  Good  Hope,  Iowa  (1901-1902).  For  the 
next  4 years,  he  was  without  charge  living  in  Baltimore.  From  1906-1909,  he  was 
pastor  in  Wilton,  Ulinois.  He  was  installed  pastor  of  Ligonier,  Fairfield  and 
Fairmont  July  13,  1909.  He  resigned  January  1913  to  accept  a call  to  the  Brinton 
Avenue  Church  in  Braddock.  On  March  30,  1913,  he  preached  the  dissolution 
sermon  at  the  Fairfield  Church.  In  1917,  he  left  Braddock  to  become  an  Army 
Chaplain  at  Camp  Meade.  From  1918-1920,  he  served  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  U.S.  on  a mission  survey  team.  He  was  next  stated  supply  of  the  Spirit  Lake, 
Idaho  Church  form  1920-1922  and  again  from  1932-1935.  From  1923-1928,  he  was 
pastor  of  the  Third  Church,  Spokane,  Wash.  From  1927-1932,  he  was  stated  supply 
of  the  Glencullen,  Oregon  Church.  He  served  on  the  Indian  Mission  Board  from 
1935-1943.  In  1943,  he  retired  in  Spokane  where  he  died  November  2,  1963. 


ARTHUR  L.  KENYON  (1880-1955) 


Pastor:  Ligonier  and  Fairmont  United  Presbyterian  Churches  1915-1926. 

A.L.  Kenyon  was  born  in  Liverpool,  England.  In  1905,  he  emigrated  to  San 
Francisco.  He  graduated  from  Princeton  Seminary  in  1912.  The  same  year  he  was 
ordained  by  New  York  Presbytery.  From  1912-1914,  he  was  pastor  of  Graham’s 
Church,  Pine  Bush,  New  York.  He  was  installed  pastor  of  Ligonier  and  Fairmont 
January  11,  1916,  though  he  served  these  congregations  as  stated  supply  from  July 
1,  1915.  From  Ligonier,  he  went  to  Mt.  Pleasant  (now  Reunion  U.P.  Church)  from 
1926-1935.  He  died  January  28,  1955  in  Pitcairn  having  served  the  Pitcairn  Church 
nearly  20  years.  Dr.  Kenyon  received  his  honorary  D.D.  from  Westminster  College 
in  1929. 


J.E.  McCALL  (1882-1974) 


Pastor:  Ligonier  and  Fairmont  United  Presbyterian  Churches  1926-1930. 

Born  in  Idaville,  Indiana  in  1882,  McCall  attended  Muskingum  College  (1905) 
and  Xenia  Seminary  (1909).  He  was  ordained  by  Muskingum  Presbytery  as  pastor 
of  the  Mt.  Hermon  and  Northfield  Churches,  1909.  In  1911,  he  was  called  to  the 
Fresno  and  Amity,  Ohio  Churches.  From  1917-1918,  he  was  pastor  of  East 
Mansfield,  Ohio.  Next,  he  was  called  to  Scroggsfield,  Ohio  (1918-1921).  He  was 
stated  supply  of  Sidney,  Ohio  (1922-24).  From  1924-1926,  he  was  pastor  in  Allerton, 
Iowa.  He  was  installed  pastor  of  Ligonier  and  Fairmont  November  23,  1926.  He 
resigned  September  7,  1930  to  accept  a call  to  Dayton,  Pa.  In  1938,  he  became 
stated  supply  of  Reedurban,  Ohio.  His  last  charge  was  Bloomfield,  Ohio 
(1954-1959).  Rev.  McCall  died  February  22,  1974  in  North  Manchester,  Ind. 


JOHN  ALEXANDER  RANKIN  (1887-1944) 


Pastor:  Ligonier  and  Fairmont  United  Presbyterian  Churches  1931-1940. 

Mr.  Rankin  was  born  December  25,  1887  in  Killyleigh,  County  Down,  Ireland. 
During  a Billy  Sunday  Evangelistic  Campaign  in  Belfast,  he  felt  called  to  the 
ministry.  At  the  age  of  19  or  20,  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  disembarking  in 
Boston.  He  was  at  Muskingum  College,  1911-1916,  where  he  received  the  B.A.  In 
1919,  he  graduated  from  Pittsburgh-Xenia  Seminary  (Th.B.).  He  was  ordained  by 
Westmoreland  Presbytery  (1919)  and  accepted  a call  to  the  Harrisville  and  New 
Athens  Churches  of  Ohio  (1919-1922).  From  1922-1926,  he  was  pastor  of  the  Homer 
City  U.P.  Church.  Next  he  served  the  Johnstown  U.P.  Congregation  (now 
dissolved)  from  1926-1931.  He  was  installed  pastor  in  Ligonier  April  27,  1931.  He 
resigned  June  17,  1940.  During  his  years  in  Ligonier,  he  received  the  Th.M.  degree 
from  Pittsburgh-Xenia  (1931)  and  the  M.A.  from  the  University  of  Pittsburgh 
(1933).  His  last  charge  was  the  Wellsville,  Ohio  Church  (1940-1944).  Mr.  Rankin 
died  August  9,  1944  at  Presbyterian  Hospital  in  Pittsburgh;  it  was  his  25th  wedding 
anniversary. 


Pastor:  Ligonier  and  Fairmont  United  Presbyterian  Churches  1941-1943. 

Rev.  Webster  was  born  November  8,  1909  in  Revere,  Mass.  He  graduated 
from  Iowa  Wesleyan  College  in  1935  and  Garret  Theological  Seminary.  He  was 
ordained  by  Keokuk  Presbytery  September  13,  1937.  His  first  pastorate  was 
Crawfordsville,  Iowa  (1937-1939).  In  1939,  he  accepted  a call  to  the  New  Florence 
Church.  He  resigned  February  14,  1941  and  was  installed  March  13,  1941  pastor  of 
Ligonier  and  Fairmont.  He  resigned  August  18,  1943  to  accept  a call  to  the 
Kittaning-Mt.  Zion- Worthington  charge.  After  fourteen  months,  he  moved  to  the 
Bay  Ridge,  N.Y.  Church  in  1946,  In  1950,  he  became  pastel  of  the  First  Church, 
Waterloo,  Iowa.  In  1954,  he  accepted  his  last  and  longest  charge  — Gibson 
Heights,  Missouri.  Mr.  Webster  retired  in  1971  and  lives  most  of  the  year  in 
Bradenton,  Florida. 


JAMES  CRESWELL  STORMONT  (1908-  ) 

Pastor:  Ligonier  and  Fairmont  United  Presbyterian  Churches  1943-1958. 

Mr.  Stormont  was  born  December  24,  1908  in  Cedarville,  Ohio.  He  attended 
Cedarville  College  (A.B.  - 1931)  and  graduated  from  Pittsburhg-Xenia  Seminary  in 
1936  (M.Div.).  Chartiers  Presbytery  ordained  him  pastor  of  the  Mt.  Hope  Church 
(Washington  Co.,  Pa.)  where  he  served  from  1936-1938.  From  1938-1943,  he  was 
pastor  of  the  Peters  Creek  Church  also  in  Washington  Co.  On  November  26,  1943, 
he  was  called  to  Ligonier.  He  resigned  May  25,  1958  and  took  a teaching  position  at 
Edison  Jr.  High  School,  Miami,  Florida.  He  taught  chemistry  and  physics  in  the 
Dade  County  Florida  Public  Schools  (1958-1963).  From  1963-1973,  he  was  Professor 
of  Chemistry  at  Dade  Community  College.  He  received  the  M.Ed.  from  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh  (1958)  and  the  M.Sc.  from  Colby  College,  Maine(1963).  He 
retired  from  teaching  August  1973. 


EUGENE  S.  CALLAWAY,  JR.  (1930-1971) 

Pastor:  Pioneer  United  Presbyterian  Church  1961-1962. 

Gene  was  born  August  23,  1930  in  Gary,  Indiana.  He  graduated  from 
Monmouth  College  (1957)  with  the  A.B.  degree  and  Pittsburgh  Theological 
Seminary  (1961)  with  the  B.D.  degree.  He  came  to  Ligonier  as  student  pastor 
November  1,  1958.  He  was  issued  a formal  call  at  a congregational  meeting 
February  5,  1961.  Redstone  Presbytery  ordained  him  July  2,  1961.  He  resigned 
August  26,  1962  to  become  Associate  Pastor  of  the  Westminster  U.P.  Church, 
Youngstown,  Ohio.  This  relation  was  ended  in  1964  when  he  became  Associate 
Pastor  of  the  John  Knox  U.P.  Church,  Youngstown.  In  1967,  he  returned  to 
Redstone  when  he  accepted  a call  to  the  Westminster  U.P.  Church,  New 
Kensington  (now  the  U.P.  Church  of  New  Kensington).  On  January  15,  1972,  he 
died  at  Presbyterian  University  Hospital,  Pittsburgh. 


JOHN  A,  MILLER  (1924-  ) 

Pastor:  Pioneer  United  Presbyterian  Church  1963-1969. 

Pleasant  Grove  United  Presbyterian  Church  1967-1969. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  July  6,  1924.  He  graduated  from  Upsala  College 
(A. B. -1950)  and  Biblical  Seminary  of  New  York  (S.T.B.-1953).  Clarion  Presbytery 
ordained  him  pastor  of  the  Leatherwood  and  Oak  Grove  U.P.  Churches,  New 
Bethlehem,  Pa.  in  1953.  In  1959,  Mr.  Miller  accepted  a call  to  the  Northern 
Cambria  Parish  which  consisted  of  five  congregations:  Barnesboro  (First), 
Barnesboro  (St.  Benedict),  Marstellar,  Patton,  Spangler.  He  was  elected  pastor  of 
Pioneer  April  21,  1963  and  installed  July  14.  He  resigned  March  1969  to  accept  a 
call  to  the  Bangor-Roseto  charge,  Bangor,  Pa.  where  he  currently  ministers.  In 
1967,  Mr.  Miller  consented  to  give  a portion  of  his  time  to  the  Pleasant  Grove  U.P. 
Church.  He  was  installed  June  11,  1967  and  the  relationship  between  Pioneer  and 
Pleasant  Grove  was  established. 


Pastor:  Pioneer  and  Pleasant  Grove  United  Presbyterian  Churches  1970- 

Jim  was  born  October  7,  1943  in  Sewickley,  Pa.  He  was  raised  in  the  Beaver 
Valley,  graduated  from  Beaver  Falls  High  School  (1961)  and  Geneva  College 
(B.S.-1965).  After  a year  as  a Ph.D.  fellow  at  the  Western  Reserve  University 
Medical  School,  he  entered  Pittsburgh  Theological  Seminary  in  1966.  The  B.D. 
degree  was  conferred  in  1969  and  the  Th.M.  (with  honors)  and  M.Div.  degrees  in 
1973.  Jim  became  student  pastor  of  Pioneer  and  Pleasant  Grove,  December  1969. 
On  May  10,  1970,  he  was  called  to  be  pastor  of  the  churches.  Redstone  Presbytery 
ordained  and  installed  him  September  13,  1970.  In  1975,  he  became  a member  of 
the  Evangelical  Theological  Society. 


JAMES  TORRENCE  DENNISON,  JR.  (1943- 


